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On Dec. 19, Victor Valle, presidential candidate for the social democratic National Revolutionary
Movement (Movimiento Nacional Revolucionario, MNR), announced his decision to withdraw
his candidacy. Valle said the MNR had decided to throw its support behind the Democratic
Convergence-Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (CD-FMLN) ticket, led by presidential
candidate Ruben Zamora. With Valle's withdrawal, the Salvadoran left is now positioned to present
a unified block against the governing Nationalist Republican Alliance (ARENA) in the March 20
general elections.
With Valle at its helm, the MNR withdrew from the CD coalition in early 1992. The MNR was
subsequently unsuccessful in its efforts to enter into an alliance with the centrist Christian Democrat
Party (Partido Democrata Cristiano, PDC). The MNR is a member of the Socialist International,
which reportedly lobbied hard to convince Valle to back the CD-FMLN ticket. Ironically, the MNR
originally withdrew from the CD under the argument that since only the MNR receives financial
backing from the Socialist International money which was then used by the full CD for its electoral
activities then the MNR was entitled to a leadership role in the CD coalition. Under the new deal
agreed upon by leaders from the MNR and the CD-FMLN, the MNR will support the candidacy
of Zamora for president, as well as CD-FMLN candidates in a large number of municipal races.
Nonetheless, in races for legislative seats and for some municipalities, the MNR will be allowed to
run its own candidates.
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